LETTER 


Political, Military, and Commercial, 


* 


PRESENT STATE any GOVERNMENT 
Province of Oude 
AND ITS 


DEPENDENCIES. 


ADDRESSED TO 
Sixt JOHN SHORE, Baroxer, 
Governor General 


OF THE 


BRITISH POSSESSIONS IN INDIA. 


"= 


»„— 


Ubi pro labore deſidia, pro continentia et æquitate libido atque ſuperbla invasere, fortuna 


ſimul cum moribus immutatur. Ita imperium ſemper ad optimum quemque à minus 
SALLUST. - 


bono transfertur. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


The following letters, written by a Lieutenant in the Bengal 

Cavalry, have commanded the applauſe of every maa in India, and 3 
the approbation of the Right Hon. the Preſident of the Board of | 
Controul, who heſitated not, with the manly liberality that ſo 

ſtrongly marks his character, to bear a willing teſtimony to the me- 


Tits even of an obſcure and anonymous writer. 


It cannot be doubted but that the approbation of Mr. Dundas will 
be a ready paſſport of the following ſheets, to the candid conſidera- 
tion of every man who is intereſted in the proſperity of our Indian 
poſſeſſions, and feels for the oppreſſion and miſery of ſome millions 
of his fellow creatures, 


* 


LETTERS, . 


To Sir Joh Snort, Bart, 


| Oude, June 1793. 

Six, i 
Tx importance of the following reflections, which are the reſult of long 

experience, and a minute knowledge of the Nawab Vizier's country, 
will, it is hoped, be an apology for this intruſion, from a perſon who has no 
other means of conveying his ſentiments to you. They were thrown haſtily. 
together on the departure of his Excellency's miniſters for Calcutta, with the 
declared intention of effecting ſome change in the exiſting engagements with 
the Company, and are addreſſed, I truſt, with peculiar propriety to you, to 
whom I ſhall take the further liberty of addreſſing ſuch elucidations, as the 
ſubject may ſeem to require. Should this effort, in any manner, contribute 
to bring relief to the wretched inhabitants of this diſtracted country, it will be 
a 52 gratification to me, and all the reward I expect or hope. 


Conſidering the immenſe advantages which the Honourable Company derive 
from their connection with the Nawab Vizier, and the minute attention they pay 
to whatever may promote their own proſperity, and ſupport their intereſt in the 
Eaſt, it is a matter of ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment, that they have never taken 


any meaſures for the improvement of his country; nor even uſed the common 


precautions which prudence dictates, or good ſenſe directs, for its defence and 
permanent ſecurity. A too literal adherence to their engagements, and a 
ſtudious, perhaps a culpable compliance with the prejudices of an intereſted 
party in England, may have hitherto prevented any interference in the interior 
management of his country. But to a cool and diſpaſſionate mind, not biaſſed 
by prejudice, nor warped by intereſt, their conduct to him, ever ſince he has 
been placed on the Muſnud, would appear, rather that of an inſidious enemy, 
ſyſtematically deviſing means for his deſtruction, than as friends and protectors 
united in the ſame views, and the ſame intereſts. | 


The enormous ſums in ſpecie which they have drawn from him; the duties 
which they levy on the few articles which his country produces for exporta- 
2 | tion; 
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tion; and above all, the continued annual drain of near one-third of a wats 4 
paid expreſsly for the defence of his dominions, have a tendency obviouſly 
pernicious, and, added to the fundamental defects in the government, have, 
fince the demiſe of Sujah Dowlah, reduced his revenue * upwards of a crore 
of rupees, - (1,000,000). ſterling) per annum. It is obvious that ſuch a ſyſtem, 
if continued, muſt terminate in the entire ruin of the country ; the evils, 
which it has already produced, are of an alarming magnitude: f emigrations 
are frequent: cultivation has been on the decline for many years ; and, at the 
preſent time, the Company's troops ſtationed in his country, are ſubſiſted by 
the ſupplies which they draw from the Mirzapore and Benares diſtricts. Pro- 
perty is inſecure. Murders and robberies are daily committed, and paſs unpu- 
niſhed, and even unnoticed. Ultimately, there is neither police nor efficient 
government in his country. Theſe facts are undeniable, and prove the neceſ- 
ſity of the Company extending, without delay, their paternal care to the ſub- 


jects of a friend and ally, whoſe proſperity is ſo intimately blended with our 


OWNn, 


When the diſpoſition of the Vizier, the character of his miniſters, -and the 
nature of his government, are conſidered, it will not be difficult to diſcover the 
cauſes, which, joined with his hitherto pernicious connection with the Com- 
pany, have reduced his country to the wretched ſtate in which we now con- 
template it. 85 5 | 


Bred up in habits of indolence and. pleaſure, and with an unconquerable 
averſion to buſineſs, the Vizier allows the adminiſtration of his government to 
fall into ſuch hands, as, he thinks, will contribute moſt largely to the gratifica- 
tions of his favourite purſuits. The  oſtenſible miniſter is weak, ignorant, 
and voluptuous. The & acting one has little to recommend him, belide a 
knowledge of the common forms of office ; he has neither firmneſs of mind nor 
talents for a ſtation above that of head mutſuddee, (a writer or clerk in an of- 
fice) from which he has been lately raiſed. Both have a paſſion: for money, 
and loſe no means by which it may be procured : the one to diſplay an oſten- 
tatious magnificence; the other to hoard, as is the practice of all his caft. 
In no court are the vices of venaiity and corruption carried to greater lengths 


than in that of Lucknow. The government of a large diſtrict is often ſold to 


* Rohilcund (excluſive of Fuzulla Khan's Jageer) produced under the government of the 
Rohillas in 177 2-3 ninety-ſix lacks of rupees, Aſter the conqueſt, in 1774, it was let for eighty- 
four lacks of rupees. In the year 1782 for fifty - five lacks. In the year 4790 for forty-five 
lacks; and this year, 1793, little above thirty lacks have been realized. 0 * 

In the above period there was a ſucceſſion of above ten aumils. Than this fact nothing 
can lace in a ſtronger point of view the miſerable ſtate of the Vizier's government. The de- 
one ＋ the revenues of Goruckpore, Banſy, and Baraitch, has been ſtill greater than in Ro- 

cund. 8 

+ Goruckpore and the diſtricts in the vicinity of the Bahar Province are almoſt entirely de- 
populated. And ſince the ten years ſettlement made by Jonathan Duncan, Eſq. in the zemin- 
dary of Benares in 1787-8, the province of Illahabad has loſt one-fourth of ita inhabitants. 

1 Huſſan Reza Khan. . 1 597 0 

'$ Rajah Tekkut Ray. | 


the | 


„ 
che higheſt bidder, and not unfrequently the reward of actions diſgraceful to 
our nature, and at which humanity revolts.“ No attention is paid to charac- 
ter in the choice of Aumils, (governors and collectors of diſtricts) although in- 
veſted with boundleſs power, having life and death in their hands. Such men, 
ſubject to no check or controul, and conſcious of being daily liable to be 
diſplaced by a greater favourite, or one who can bribe higher, cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be intereſted in the improvement of the country. Their ſole object is 
to amaſs and plunder, and the wretched huſbandman, unable to procure re- 
dreſs, is compelled to ſubmit to what he conſiders his deſtiny, or by a painful 
conqueſt over his prejudices, fly to the more happy diſtricts under the 
government of the Company. 4 | 


The immenſe body of troops maintained by the Aumils under the denomi- 
nation of Mutayenna, and the enormous deductions which are made on that 
account from the revenues, may alſo be mentioned as principal cauſes of the 
rapid decline of the country. Theſe troops, which are kept up for the avowed 
purpoſe of enforcing the collections, conſiſt of about forty-eight thouſand in- 
fantry, and thirteen thouſand cavalry, and with their guns and ammunition, coſt 
the Vizier annually above ſeventy-five lacks of rupees. Beſides being a heavy 
burthen to the ſtate, this rabble, without diſcipline or ſubordination, keeps 
the country in perpetual warfare and diſorder, from the continual acts of op- 
preſſion which they are in the habit of committing on the induſtrious farmer 
and mechanic. {See Alſtract Statement, &c. at the end of the letter.) 


No proſpect remains that the Nawab, or his miniſters, will voluntarily ſec 
about rectifying abuſes, or think of eſtabliſhing a regular ſyſtem for the col- 
lection of the revenue, or the adminiſtration of juſtice, founded on the principles 
of reaſon and equity. The excellent ſyſtem in force in the Company's pro- 
vinces would afford them an admirable example, had they the good of the ſub- 
ject or the proſperity of the country at heart; but theſe are ideas that have 
never entered the mind of either, nor ever will, unleſs impreſſed by a decided 
interference of the Company. The propriety, and even the neceſſity of ſuch 
an interference is no longer a queſtion ; for ſurely the proſperity of one of the 
fineſt countries in Hindoſtan, and the happineſs of ſome millions of ſubjects, 
are not to be ſacrificed to a miſtaken and reprehenſible delicacy, or put in com- 
petition with the wiſhes of a few, who have been their plunderers and tyrants. 


But until the ſubje& ſhall engage the attention of Parliament, effectual re- 
lief cannot be expected. It may, however, be hoped that the ſame humanity 
which dictated the Mukurreree ſyſtem, now eſtabliſhed in the Company's pro- 
vinces, will recommend a ſimilar one for the Vizier's dominions. The go- 
vernment in India ought in the meantime to uſe every means in their power to 


0 A bearer (chairman), a dc -keeper, orderlies, and many others of the loweſt caſts, and 
moſt deteſtable characters, have been raiſed to places of the higheſt truſt and reſponſibility, re- 
_ commended ſolely by vices at which human nature ſhudders. 4 

retard 


= 
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retard the progreſs of the alarming evils, until they ſhall receive authority for 
eradicating them entirely, By ſtriking off the duties on the manufactures and 
productions of his country, they might give eacouragement to the trade, which 
the enterprizing ſpirit of a few individuals of the Britiſh nation has, intr 
By putting a ſtop to the drain of ſpecie, they would give new life and vigour 
to induſtry. and cultivation. They might recommend to the Vizier to aboliſh 
the ruinous eſtabliſhment of the Mutayenna troops, and in the event of agree» 
ing to increaſe the ſubſidy to eighty- five lacks (which he might eaſily do from 
the ſaving this meaſure would induce) they might engage to. furniſh him 
with troops that would not only better promote the end for which the Mu- 
tayenna are kept up, but be a check on the oppreſſions and enormities of the 
Aumils. An augmentation of our Native battalions, and the eſtabliſhment 
of a reſpectable body of cavalry, would thus be obtained; objects not more 
eſſential to the defence and ſecurity of the Vizier's dominions, than to the 
preſervation of the peace of Hindoſtan. 


I am, Six, 

With all due reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervaot, 

; CEV F& 
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To Sir Join SHORE, Bart, 


Six, Oude, July 18, 1793. 
N the departure of the Nabob Vizier's miniſters for the preſidency, I took 
the liberty of addreſſing ſome reflections to you on the ſtate of the 
country, in the hope that I ſhould draw your humane attention to the con- 
ſideration of the miſerable fſituation of its inhabitants. The obvious 
cauſes of the ruin which is impending over it were therein depicted with 
moderation and truth, and, I truſt, amply prove the neceſſity of the Bengal go- 
vernment extending, without delay, their paternal care to avert the evil. I 
ſhall occaſionally continue to add ſuch reflections and facts as appear neceſſary 
to the further elucidation of this important ſubject. 


It is a truth univerſally admitted, that the ſubjects under all arbitrary govern- 
ments are happy or miſerable in proportion to the wiſdom or depravity of their 
rulers ; and perhaps it has never been more forcibly evinced than in the example 
afforded by a compariſon of the Company's government with that of the Nabob 
Vizier'ss The Company, with the grant or conqueſt of their provinces, natu- 
rally acquired the power of ruling their ſubjects by the ſame arbitrary maxims 
by which they had hitherto been governed, but have wiſely relinquiſhed that 
right in a very great meaſure, and eſtabliſhed a ſyſtem more liberal and juſt ; 
their ſubjects conſequently enjoy a degree of happineſs and of increaſing proſpe- 
rity, unknown in any other part of Hindoſtan. The ftriking traits in the 
Nabob Vizier's government ſtrongly reſemble thoſe of his“ character and diſ- 
poſition, which have been already given, and are ſufficiently well known to make 
any repetition of them here unneceſſary. No fixed ſyſtem, no police, no. courts 
of juſtice; the unhappy ſubjects in his dominions are left expoſed to rapacity 
and oppreſſion, and in the anarchy and confuſion which is the inevitable conſe- 
quence, cultivation is neglected, and trade and manufactures ſuffered to decay. 
Having mentioned in a former communication the advantages which the Com- 

any derive from this country, and alſo that the heavy drain of ſpecie which they 
10 made from it, was one of the cauſes of its decline, the following ftate- 
ment is given in proof of theſe aſſertions ; it will ſhew the total amount which 
they have received from hence in the laſt twenty years, and in the proportion 


* „ Extract of a letter from the ages, ee in Council, to the Court of Direfors, dated 4th 
| « February, 1775. | | 
Paragraph 4th, © Juſt before the Vizier's death (6th February) he wrote a letter to the go- 
« yernor-general, which was, afterwards tranſmitted to its addreſs by Mahomed Elich Khan, 12 
„ miniſter and favourite ſervant, accompanied by one from himſelf; by theſe letters it appears 
that Mirza Amanny, otherwiſe called Aſopt ul Dowlah, had his father's poſitive nomination to 
the ſucceflion, and though by all accounts he poſſeſſes neither the qualities of the heart nor head 
equal to the ſtation to which he is thus called, we have not as yet any reaſon to think that his right 
+ will be diſputed,” : | 
2 of 


April, 1787, and that for the laſt ſeven years, on not from fo authentic a 


. 


of that amount which „ have drawn out of it. The ſtatement for the firſt 
thi;teen years is taken from an account dated at the India Houſe the 24th of 


ſource, will be found Fare 


Fyzabad R 
The total amount which the Bengal government have received * 
from the Nabob Vizier of Oude, from the iſt of rp | 
T773, to it September, 1786, is - 9,22,78,731 
And trom the 1ſt September, 1786, to a September next, the | 
amount received will be 3, 50, oo, ooo 


Total amount in twenty years, Fyzabad rupees — - 12,72,78,731 


Ot the firſt ſum in the period above ſpecified, there was remitted 


to troops on "__ ſervice, 8 2 25 — 41,74, 482 
To Calcutta | | | - 2,56,36,386 
To Bombay and Surat 3 2 „ hs 15,757 
Amount remitted from 1ſt Mtv Tarn: 1773, to 1ſt Seng Re 

ber, 1786 3513,85, 848 


Of the ſecond ſum tere _— been remitted to o Calcutta and 


Bombay ak 323 , 1 , oo, ooo 


Total amount drawn from the Vizier's dominions by the Com- : = 
pay, from 1it September, 177 gs to 1ſt wh 1793s 


in n, or Sic. 2 | | hank 5.848 


8 this ſtatement i it appears that the total amount received by the Company 


in the twenty years, ending the 1ſt September next, will be twelve crore, ſe- 


venty- two lacks, ſeventy-eight thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-one Fyzabad 
rupees ; and that of this ſum they have drawn from the Nabob Vizier's country, 


on the public account, Nu of one third of that ſum, or four crores, twenty - 
eight lacks, eighty-five thouſand eight hundred and forty-eight rupees, exclu- 


- fave of the ſums which individuals in their ſervice have remitted on their own 
private account, and the whole may be fairly eſtimated at ſive millions ſter- 


Governor Haſtings s letter to the Court of Directors, dated at 


ling. That the treaſure of the country muſt be exhauſted, this proves beyond 
the poſſibility of a doubt, and that there muſt have been immenſe ſums depo- 
| ſited therein, is evident, or it would never have borne ſo heavy a drain of ſpecie 
from the circulation, for its trade; the only other ſource from whence any en 


could be obtained, has been hitherto but trifling, as the . 
ucknow, the 


N Zoch April, 1784 will manifeſt: 


«This country has no inlets of addy which; it can | ſupply the iſſues that 


— are Rugs Seat ie, for fen D e 3 ſubfiſts by a 


* 
4 


& s contract 


4 10) 


* contract making part of your inveſtment, and the produce of opium and falt- 
« petre, which is not conſiderable, I do not know any other articles of com- 
« merce from which it could derive any returns, therefore every rupee which is 


« drawn from its circulation into your treaſury, muſt accelerate the period at 
«c 


which its ability muſt ceaſe even to pay the ſtipulated ſublidy, By continu- 
ance of this fund, you maintain an acceſſion of more than one half to the mi- 
« litary eſtabliſhment, required for the defence of your own dominions, with- 


te out any charge on your own income, and you oppoſe a wide and powerful 
« frontier to your eventual enemies. | f 


cc 


ec That force will continue to be an effectual ſafeguard to the country, which 
« will ſuffer nothing by its maintenance, becauſe the ſpecie thus applied wil 
« of courſe flow back into its circulation, and it is a tribute which it ought 


ce gladly to pay, for its whole wealth would not in any other way yield an ade- 
« quate mode of protection.“ | | 


It may be proper to obſerve, that ſince the date of the above letter, the active 
induſtry of a few enterprizing Europeans hath, in defiance of the various ob- 
ſtacles which oppoſe them, increaſed the trade in cloths manufactured at 
Taunda and Khirabad conſiderably, and that owing to the commotions in 
Europe and the Weſt Indies, two branches of commerce (indigo and ſugar) 
almoſt entirely new, have ariſen in this country. When the exhauſted ſtate of 
the money in circulation is conſidered, we ſhall be inclined to attribute to theſe 
fortunate circumſtances, in a great meaſure, that the period predicted by Go- 
vernor Haſtings in the above letter, has not long ſince arrived; but though they 
may have protracted it, ſtill they are not of magnitude ſufficient to avert it en- 
tirely, under the reſtrictions and diſadvantages through which trade is at preſent 
carried on; indeed, if report is to be credited, the miniſters are authorized to 
declare the Vizier's inability to continue the ſubſidy, and demandja remiſſion, or 
a very conſiderable reduction of it, and propoſe the withdrawing ſome part of 
the troops. The impolicy and imbecility of theſe propoſitions correſpond fo 
exactly with other acts of the Lucknow miniſtry, as to intitle them to ſome 
degree of credit, and prove the near approach of the portended ruin. 


The great deficiencies in the revenues next claim conſideration. It will not 
be difficult, by a cloſe inveſtigation into what this country has produced at dif- 
ferent periods, and by an examination of the fertility of its foil, and the great 
extenſion its trade is capable of, to make appear that they may with great cafe 
be increaſed even to double of what they are ar preſent, if the ſame ſyſtem of 


government was extended to this country which now exiſts in the Company's 
provinces. ; I | 


The beſt informed natives declare, that the late Nabob Suja Dowla realized 
annually three crore of rupees, and upwards, and that had he lived a few years 
longer, until the newly conquered poſſeſſions had acquired a permanent degree 
of proſperity, his revenues would have amounted to very near four crore.of ru- 


pees. Every perſon who was acquainted with the Jate Vizier, and the * 
2 ; | 
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of his government, and knows this country, will readily give credit to ther. 

aſſertions ; they alſo declare, that under the management of the Company, it 
is ſtill capable of being raiſed to this ſum, and do not heſitate to expreſs their 
hope, that the day is not diſtant when that deſirable event will take place, 


an event that would ſecure to them their lives, their property, and the fruits of 
their induſtry. | 


. 


The unſettled ſtate of the Nabob Vizier's country and government in 1784, 
and the reaſons which induced the Governor General to viſit Lucknow, are 
too well known to. need relation here; it will ſuffice to ſtate, that he found 
only 1,79,75,504 rupees had been 'realized that year, and that the following 
ſettlement was made by his advice and at his recommendation for five years, 
with men recommended by the miniſter. as the moſt reſpectable and truſt-wor- 
thy. {See Account, Sc. at the end of the letter.) Viz, For 


Rupees. 
1784-5, or Fuſſullee year, 1199 = - - 2,20,05,630 
1785-6, or ditto, - 1193 = — - 2,44,50,404 
. 1786-7, or ditto, - 1194 = - = 2,66,05,326 - 
1787-8, or ditto, = 11998 - - 2,87,11,326 
1788-9, or ditto, '= 1196 = - - 3.06, 93,036 


He“ was, however, extremely deceived in the opinion he formed of the 
the Vizier and his miniſter, if he was ſo ſanguine as to hope that they would 
carry through the plan of ſettlement which he had formed with ſo much care: 
few of the engage ments laſted more than two years, and many of them only one; 
all reverted to the old ſyſtem of rapacity and oppreſſion, and the collections of 
the preſent year will fall ſhort even of thoſe of 1784, when they were at the 
loweſt ebb of depreſſion. 


Much yet remains to be faid regarding the trade, the foil, and cultivation 
but it ſhall be reſerved for a future occaſion, having already treſpaſſed too long 
on your time and patience. 5 


1 am, Six, 
With due reſpect, 
Your devoted Servant, 
CIVIS. 
* This ſettlement proves that the Governor General was of opinion that the country would 
with eaſe produce upwards of three crores of rupees per annum; and from his own extenſive 


local knowledge, and the ſervices and information he could command, it is fair to conclude 
that his opinion was juſt and well-founded, | | : 
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To Sir Jonw SnokE, Bart. 


| Oude, 28th Fuly, 1193. 
Sin, 1 | | 
N purſuance of my promiſe I proceed to make ſome obſervations on 
the trade and cultivation of the Nabob V izier's dominions, and ſhall do it 
with the freedom and candour which truth demands, truſting that I ſhall obtain 
credit when I declare that I am actuated ſolely by humane motives, and nei- 
ther dread reprehenſion nor hope for reward, other than the ſatisfaction of one 
who endeavours well. | | F273 


In Great Britain and other countries, where trade has attained a degree of 
perfection, and the principles on which it is conducted are better defined and 
underſtood than they are in this quarter of the globe, the taxes and duties on 
each article, the exports and imports of each ſtate, are eaſily aſcertained ; but 
in a country like this, (Oude) where trade may be termed in its infancy, the 
only poſſible mode of aſcertaining the duties levied on each article, or of judg- 
ing of the extent of its imports from, or exports to, the Company's dominions, 
is either from an inſpection of the Cuſtom-houſe books, or from the commu- 
nications of merchants concerned in the different branches of the trade carried 
on in the country, who muſt neceſſarily have obtained a conſiderable degree of 
| knowledge in the reſpective articles to which their attention has been directed. 
The firſt mode not being practicable, and many difficulties lying in the way 
of obtaining a general knowledge by the latter, I ſhall not be able to enter ſo 
minutely into the ſubject as I could wiſh, though I hope ſufficiently ſo to an- 
{wer the purpoſe in vip. reve a | 


The conduct obſerved with reſpect to the trade between the two countries» 
firſt preſents itſelf to conſideration. This is regulated by what is called a Com- 
mercial Treaty; the term is, I fuppoſe, given for form's ſake : but as it may 
rend to miſlead people, and make them imagine that as treaties 8 
well diſcuſſed, and pretty evenly arranged with reſpect to the intereſts of the 
reſpective countries between which they are contracted before they are ratified, 
ſo of courſe the treaty with his Excellency the Vizier was fully approved of 
before agreed to. It is neceſſary to obſerve, that the treaty was preſented to the 
Nabob with merely a conge d elire, or rather not ſo much, as he durſt not re- 
fuſe to agree to a propoſal coming from the Governor General; and inſtead of 
the pompous opening with which it at preſent commences, it would have been 
much more agreeable to truth to begin, like other official informations By 

* order of the Governor General.. 


5 | | This 


Eu; 

This treaty, after mentioning a number of articles and the amount of duties 
to be paid upon them, contains a clauſe moſt ſingular, viz. © That either of 
* the contracting parties may impoſe what duties they think proper on articles 
te coming through or being the produce of their reſpective countries, except 
on cotton coming from the Decan. From this it ſeems to be in the power 
of either party to put a ſtop to any particular branch of trade, but it really 
throws the whole power into the hands of the Governor General, as he has 
only occaſion to requeſt the Nabob to lay a heavy tax upon any article He wiſhes 
to prevent being imported into the Company's dominions. Such has been the 
caſe with indigo, which, although an article that not only employs a great num- 
ber of people in the cultivation and manufacture of it, but alſo tends conſide- 
rably to increaſe cultivation, and of courſe the revenues of the country have re- 
ceived ſo great a check by the heavy duties levied upon it, amounting to ſeven 
rupees twelve annas per maund, that it muſt gradually fall off. Sugar, an ar- 
ticle now in great demand, and that might become equally beneficial to cul- 
tivation and the revenues of the country, is ſhackled with a duty of ten per 
cent. Opium, falt-petre, cloths, and in ſhort every article which the 22 
produces for exportation (and they conſiſt of a great variety) is burthened 
with a heavy and vexatious tax: but an article ſtill more ſingular, excludes 

Rohilcund entirely from the treaty, or any benefit that could be derived from 
it: What is to be inferred from this excluſion? Either that the Nabob's title to 
this country is doubtful, or that the parties agree to ſet it apart for wanton _ 
City, and from the conduct obſerved towards it, one would be inclined to 
lieve the latter; a duty of near thirty per cent is laid on indigo, ſugar, and other 
articles produced in it for exportation, which being equivalent to a prohibition, 
will totally ſtop the cultivation of theſe articles. Broad elorhs, and the pro- 
ductions of Bengal, for which there is an extenſive demand in Rohilcund and 

the adjoining countries, are excluded by enormous and arbitrary duties. 


Yet even the complimentary form of the order being iſſued in the Nabob's 
name, has not always been attended to, but an article coming through his coun- 
try, and affording a large revenue, which ſti} promiſed to increaſe, viz. ſalt, 
has been peremptorily ordered to be confiſcated, if imported into the Com- 
pany's dominions, as the order ſtates that it is found to be deſtructive of the 
profits the Company have long enjoyed from the monopoly of that article. 

| 7 


In the treaty it is agreed upon that all articles not mentioned (under which 
head comes ſalt) ſhall pay an import duty of five gu cent. Surely this implies 
a toleration of ſuch articles: could this act be defended in a court of juſtice 
after ſuch an agreement? Would not damages be given on ſuch a confiſcation ? 


But let us paſs over a ſubject ſo little worthy attention as the dignity of the 
Nabob is: let us conſider the effect this prohibition has on the poor induſtrious 
inhabitants of the Company's provinces, who bear without repining an enor- 

mous profit extorted from them on an article, one of the principal neceſſaries 
of life; who ſacrifice life itſelf in the producing that article, and for what * 
N | PO E 
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poſe? Is it to enrich the country ? To open canals? To make roads? To en- 
dow hoſpitals for the relief of the ſick ? To afford ſuſtenance for the poor? 
No! it is to enrich a body of people who unhappily prefer the narrow chica- 
'nery of a counting-houſe, to the noble and benignant principles of legiſlation. 
Such was the immenſe ſuperiority of the ſalt alluded to, that in a year remark- 
able for the quantity manufactured in the Company's dominions, after the ex- 
penſes of land carriage for 200 coſſe, f after its charges, amounting to upwards. 
of Zoo per cent. on the prime colt, heing defrayed, yet was it preferred both in 
price and quality to that provided by the Company. O wretched people 
where your rulers are monopolizers, and let you periſh or give up your pro- 
perty rather than abate their inhuman profits, 2 | 


And yet does this inhuman meaſure deprive them of a greater profit than 
they gain. A learned writer (Dr. Adam Smith) obſerves, that a tax upon the 
' neceflaries of life acts tn the ſame manner as a tax on the wages of labour, and 
muſt ultimately in the ſame manner fall upon the conſumer, In the Company's 
-dominions, therefore, as they are the principal and almoſt only conſumers of 
the labour of the inhabitants, this tax muſt revert upon them. This ſalt has 
principally been conſumed in Bahar: will not being obliged to pay higher for 
it than uſual affect the price of opium, and thus injure the profits from another 
monopoly and every other commercial production? 8 


With reſpect to indigo, nothing can be more extraordinary than the man- 
ner in which it is managed. The Company recommend every encouragement 
being given to its cultivation, yet will not ſuffer an European to hold a farm 
in cheir dominions. If he goes to the Nabob's, there is a duty of thirteen per 
cent. impoſed, although it is well known it muſt come through the Company's 
dominions. In each of theſe caſes the Nabob's revenue ſuffers; on the ſalt he 
gets a duty of four annas per maund, and, as has been obſerved, the indigo trade 
has been a moſt beneficial one to his country, and would be ſtill more fo were 
it not for the heavy duties. How much more noble would it be, inſtead of 
enriching one country at the expenſe of another, to endeavour to enrich both, 
aboliſh taxes at once on all merchandiſe, throw the trade completely open be- 
tween the two. countries, and allow induſtry a free exertion of her powers. 
The benefits which the Vizier's dominions would derive from it are too evident 
to need being inſiſted on. The increaſe of the revenue cauſed by the increaſe 
of the trade would make up tenfold for the loſs ſuſtained by the abolition of 
the duties.“ The advantages to the Company are many, and ſolid, and with 

the-increaſe of trade and cultivation in the Vizier's country, the conſumption of 
European articles, and articles produced in Bengal, would increaſe. | 


* The groſs amount of the duties is commonly about two lacks of rupees per annum ; the neat 
ſum paid into the treaſury rarely amounts to one-half lack of _—_ trifling fum com- 
pane to the advantages of a free trade, and not more than the Nabob has been known to give 
or a monkey or a toy!!! 

+ About 350 Britiſh miles. 


2 The 


oo 


ſoon enjoy theſe bleſſings, is the ardent wiſh of, 
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The broad cloth, the copper, braſs, lead, tin, fire-arms, cutlery, alum, Bec. 
of Great Britain; the muſlins, the wrought and unwrovught ſilks, the beetle- 


nut, &c. of the Company's provinces ; befides ſpices and various other ar- 


ticles, would find ample marts in the Vizier's dominions; and, paſſing with 
facility, would ſoon open new channels of trade with the nations to the weſt of 
them, and make their way to the banks of the Indus, and even to Cabul and 
Candahar. With reſpect to the ſoil of this country, and how far it is capable 
by its fertility to increaſe the various articles of commerce which it produces, 
the ſtrongeſt proof that can be given of its excellence in this point, is, that un- 
der the burthenſome taxes and various impediments thrown in the way of trade, 
ſtill has there been exported from it conſiderable quantities of indigo, ſugar, 

ſalt-petre, and other articles of late years. | | 


The fertility of Rohilcund and the countries on both banks of the Gogra 
are proverbial; the Doab and other parts of the Vizier's dominions are little 
inferior to them in ſoil or produce. In the Doab the indigo is found wild in 
many places, which gives reaſon to ſuppoſe that the ſoil muſt be more conge- 
nial to the production of that plant, than any other country we know.“ The 
ſugar cane thrives remarkably in every part of the country, but in Rohilcund 
is peculiarly luxuriant and productive. Grain of every denomination is pro- 
duced in great abundance in every part with little labour. In ſhort, no country 
appears to have been more liberally gifted by nature than this is, or better 
adopted for commerce and cultivation. The Ganges, the Goomty, and the 


| Gogra, keeping nearly parallel courſes, fertilize the foil, and afford an eaſy and 


ready communication by water, beſide various other ſmaller rivers, which iſſue 
from the hills and fall into the Gogra and Ganges, and facilitate the internal 
intercourſe. | l 


To conclude, there is only a free trade and a juſt government required to 
make this as proſperous and happy a country as any on earth; and that it may 


SIR, 
Your devoted Servant, 
CIVIS. 


* The wild indigo plant of the Doab produces more indigo, and of a ſuperior quality, than 


that which is cultivated. 
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To Sir Joan Snorn, Bart. | 


| Oude, Auguſt 1, 1793. 
% | | | 
| T. my laſt letter I ventured to ſuggeſt ſome meaſures which would alleviate 
the miſeries and evils with which this country is afflicted, and which I con- 
ceive could be effected by the government of Bengal, of its own authority, with- 
out riſk or much difficulty. Having ſince given the ſubje& a more general 
degree of conſideration, it may be expected before I quit it, that I ſhould give 
ſome idea of a more radical cure for the diſorders which have been expoſed to 
view; however unqualified I may be for the taſk, the expectation ſhall not be 
diſappointed, and I ſhall deliver my ſentiments on a total reform of the ſyſtem 
of government in this country, with the ſame freedom and candour I have hi- 


therto done. The diſorders that require to be remedied, originating in funda- 


mental defects in the principles of government, to remove them we muſt begin 
at the foundation of the edifice, and re-build ic a-new, making vſe only of ſuch 
materials as are ſound, rejecting the rotten and defeQtive parts, at the ſame time 
preſerving, as far as circumſtances will admit, the outward appearance of the 


— 


ancient ſtructure. I ſhall make ſome preliminary obſervations and reflec- 


tions on the nature of the Nabob's, and his predeceſſor's, connections with the 
Company, and conclude with a ſketch of the plan and the advantages ariſing 
out of it, | | oy Party hy att | | 


The motives for reſtoring Oude and its dependencies to Sujah Dowlah, upon 


their becoming by conquelt the property of the Company, were, it is. to be 
ſuppoſed, an apprehenſion of the territorial acquiſitions being too extenſive for 
the means either of external defence or internal arrangement. The newly- 
aſſumed government of Bengal would alſo, it might be thought, require the 
united exertions of both the civil and military ſervants, and the proper arrange- 
ment and defence of that country alone afford them ſufficient employment. 5 

fo generous an act, it might alſo be ſuppoſed that Sujah Dowlah's friendſhip 
would be ſecured to the Company, and a trade opened with the country, then 
in a flouriſhing ſtate, and promiſing by his abilities to become of ſtill greater 
importance; while by the clauſe limiting his means of defence, it muſt at all 
times remain at their mer. 6 | 2 ert 


On the demiſe of Sujah Dowlah, a majority of the: Supreme Board were of | 


opinion, that the ſpecific conditions of our former alliance expired with him; 


« and that although we owe friendſhip to the preſent Nabob, as heir to his 


« father, we are not bound to any ſpecial ſerviced. to him.” Conſormable ta 
the principles of the Muſſulman government, this opinion is ſtritly juſt and 


well-founded, and the Company were as Rs: to the 8 


— 
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Oude, as they were on a former occaſion to the Dewanee of Bengal, &c. and 
might have eſtabliſhed this right with the concurrence of the Mogul, at as 
cheap a rate as the Nabob obtained the title and appointment of Vizier, (viz. 
ten lacks of rupees, and fix battalions of ſepoys, ſtationed with the Huzoor, “ 
under the command of Letafut Ally Khan.) In fo doing, they would have 
acted with more juſtice, and certainly with more humanity, than they have done 
in the line of conduct ſince purſued. They would have ſaved the remains of the 
illuſtrious houſe of Timor from the ruin and miſeries which have ſince fallen on 
it, and extended peace and proſperity to ſome millions of the human race. 
The above opinion, however, was oppoſed by a party of the Supreme 
Board, who ſoon ſucceeding to power by the demiſe of ſome of their oppo- 
nents, and the opinion which they had adopted being approved of by the 
Company, the line of conduct obſerved towards Sujah Dowlah, was obſtinately 
perſevered in with the fon, without ever examining his claims, or reflecting 
bow diſſimilar his character and his father's were. He inheriting neither the 
underſtanding nor abilitics of his predeceſſor, and being addicted from his 
youth to ſome of the moſt deteſtable vices, which have left him without pro- 
y, was held in ſo great diſeſteem, that he could not have maintained poſ- 
Talon of the country a day without the aid and protection of the Company; as 
the aſſaſſination of his prime miniſter, Mukhtiar Uddowlah, and of Khajah 
Bufſeat, with the convulſions that took place on his acceſſion, clearly evince. 
His imbecilicy, and theſe acts of violence, furniſhed the Company with a pre- 
tence for obtaining thoſe advantages which they might have taken in their own 
right. By the ſubſidy they receive for the payment of troops to defend his do- 
minions, they are enabled to keep up a very reſpectable force, and have a 
ſaving to defray the expenſes of their foreign wars. By this force they com- 
mand the country, while ſurrounding nations admire their torbearance ; and to 
continue the farce, they form various alliances with him, as it ſuits their conve- 
nience, or as their intereſt may require. By the laſt of theſe, which is termed a 
commercial treaty, he is made nearly to deſtroy the cultivation of ſome of 
the moſt productive articles of the country, by the heavineſs of the taxes 
unpoſed. | 


Why do we net openly and boldly take that country to which ſo juſt a claim 
can be made? (the having conquered it and being obliged to provide for its 
defence.) Why delay to apply theſe ſums to the uſe of the country, and their 
own defence, which are now ſquandered on uſeleſs pageantry ? Is it in compaſ- 
ſion to a man equally noted for the vileneſs of his private character, and the 
inability of his public, they remain deaf to the cries of unfortunate millions, 
condemned to ſuffer from the rapacity of avaricious villains, whoſe only anxiety 
is to enrich themſelves? The plea of character eſtabliſhed among the neigh- 
bouring nations of generoſity, 1s merely ideal. In the politics of nations, 
folid wiſdom attracts admiration, and the keeping up a name, while the 
power remains in their hands, is too flimſy a veil not to be ſeen through. | 


The preſence, i. e. with the Vizier. | . 
Giving 


<4) 


Giving the country to Sujah Dowlah, under whoſe wiſe adminiſtration the 
natives proſpered and were happy, was a noble act, but continuing to let his 
ſucceſſor hold it, without ever conſidering his abilities for ſuch an office, is a 
diſgrace to wiſdom, a diſgrace to humanity ; it is forging the fetters with which 
he oppreſſes that portion of mankind committed to his care. Let us view again 
the ſtare of this country. The Nabob immerſed in luxury, given up to the moſt 
deſpicable vices, and deteſted by his ſubje&s—the revenue gradually falli 
off. the country farmed out to eunuchs and to flaves—population rapidly dimi- 
niſhing—the juſt reward of induſtry torn away by rapacious Aumils, who are 
alike ſtrangers to juſtice and that noble paſſion a love to their country - property 
and life itlelf depending on the nod of a capricious tyrant and his minions.* 
Yet this vile character and this vile fyſtem is ſupported by the Company. 
From their armies he derives his ſtrength, he enjoys this country ; from their 
aſſiſtance he collects his revenues, which he could not do by his diſorderly 
troops, were it not for the fear of his orders being enforced by ours. By taking 

the country from ſuch a diſgrace to mankind, they would reſtore happineſs to 
millions. Trade, cultivation, arts, every thing that is deſirable to a nation, 
would increaſe, induſtry would exert itfelf, being ſure to enjoy the fruits of its 
labours. The revenue, inflead of bang ſquandered on pernicious extrava- 
ance, would ſerve to protect the country from outward enemies, and the ſubjects 
* private plunderers. Trade would furniſh a new reſource of treaſure 
to our country, and juſtice would <xult in healing the wounds inflicted by 
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And who would be the ſufferer? The Nabob. I deny it; enough would be 
left to ſupply him in all his reaſonable deſires; enough even to live in great 
luxury, and give ample penſions to all his relations and dependents ; indeed, it 
Can eaſily be demonſtrated that his receipts-would be infinitely greater, and more 
regular than they are at preſent. It is true, that his power of doing wrong 
would be circumſcribed, but his power of doing good would be enlarged. In 
the plan Iam going to propoſe, he is treated with more delicacy, perhaps, than 
his character deſerves ; but having been raifed to the ſituation in which he is 
placed by the Company, ſome conſideration is due to the ſtation, He in fact 
only changes a ſet of ignorant, incapable ſervants, for men who are well in- 
formed and able, and who are actuated by the true principles of juſtice: and 
to make the reform ſtill more palatable and unobjectionable to him, the fear of 
the new government might be fixed at fome central ſpot-on the banks of the 


* Extract of a Letter from ubm Briflow, EG. Refident at the Court of the Vizier, to the Go- 
% vernor-general in Council, dated Etawa, 24th April, 1776. | 

„There are no Adawlets in this country, but the execution of juſtice reſts with the Aumil 
4 and Cutwal. There is generally a Cutwal in each town, or any village of-conſequence; he is 


4 3 to the Aumil, and I am ſorry to ſay, in the execution of juſtice there is hardly 
any deeiſion made but what is biaſſed by money.” 


See the whole ofthis letter, and many intereſting relative to Oude in 2d part of Appendix 
to the th Report of the Committee of Secreey IG as N K TR 
| * 


Ganges, 


8 


Ganges, ſuch as Mindie Gaut, or Kanoge, leaving Lucknow for the undiſturbed 
reſidence of his family and de pendants. 


In this and the aforegoing papers, I truſt I have made evident to every 


diſpaſſionate mind the neceſſity and propriety of the Company's adopting ſome 


plan ſimilar to what follows : 


Outlines of a Plan for eſtabliſhing Courts of Juſtice in the Dominions of Oude. 
For regulating the Collections of the Revenue, and introducing the Mukurreree 
Syſtem. --- For opening the Trade with Bengal, and aboliſhing Impoſts and Duties. 
And for diſbanding all irregular Troops, and raiſing regular Corps of Horſe and 
Foot for the Defence of the Country, and, if neceſſary, to enforce the Collection of 
the Revenue. | | ae © 


iſt.— That a member of the Supreme Board, or any ſenior civil ſervant, be 
nominated reſident at Lucknow, to act as firſt miniſter to the Vizier, but 
amenable to the Supreme Board, &c. © | 5 


2d.—Thar four ſenior civil ſervants be appointed to Lucknow, to form a 


board of revenue and trade, at which the reſident ſhall preſide. 


3d.—Thar the country be divided into diſtricts, as in Bahar and Bengal, 5 
and Company's civil ſervants appointed to each, to collect or receive the re- 


venue under the fame rules and regulations as in the Company's provinces, 


&c. &c. 8 | | 


ath,—That Adawlets, or courts of juſtice, be eſtabliſhed in each city and 
diſtrict, with a judge and regiſter, who ſhall be Company's ſervants, under. 


the ſame rules and regulations as they are in the Company's provinces, &c, - 


5th.—That the neceſſary offices under Company's ſervants be eſtabliſhed, ; 
ſuch as treaſurer, paymaſter, cc. | OUS: 


6th.---That all impoſts and duties be entirely aboliſhed ; and that all goods, 
the produce of Great Britain, or the Company's provinces, be imported into 
the dominions of Oude, &c. and carried into any part of them, (or the 
countries weſt of them) and ſold duty free without let or moleſtation : and 
that, on the other hand, all articles, the produce of the Vizier's dominions, be 
imported into the Company's provinces duty free, &c. | 92855 

7th.---That the whole of the Nabob's troops be diſbanded, and that two 
brigades of cavalry, (each ſix regiments of 500 ſtrong) and two brigades of 
infantry, (of the preſent ſtrength) be raiſed, to defend and protect the country; 
theſe to be on the ſame footing, in all reſpects, as the Company's other troops 
now in his dominions. EW | ee eee 
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$th,---That the ſurplus of the revenue, after paying the above civil and 
military eſtabliſhments, and the other expenſes of the government, all of 
which ſhall be regulated on ſtriẽt principles of ceconomy, be paid to the Nabob 
for his expenſes, and to defray ſuch penſions as he may chuſe to confer on his 


relations and dependents, 


Various other explanatory articles might be added, but this is ſufficient to 
give the idea of a plan which would completely remove the diſorders of this 
government. 5 o "Ns Ta ARTS + 


The revenue of the country may be eſtimated at about two crore of rupees 

r annum, though this year they will, probably, fall conſiderably ſhort of 
that ſum ; but under a government ſuch as has been deſcribed, no doubt can 
be entertained but that they may, in the courſe of ten years, or leſs, be gra- 
dually increaſed to three crore and upward. At the expiration of ten years 
the Mukurreree ſyſtem might be eſtabliſhed, as by that time an equitable aſ- 
ſeſſment could be aſcertained. The increafe of regular infantry, and the 
corps of cavalry, (the want of which has been fo ſeverely felt). would make 
the Company's forces ſo truly reſpeCtable, as to inſure them the arbitration of 
Hindoſtan, and be the beſt ſecurity of a continuance of peace. The ſaving 
which would be made by the diſmiſſion of the Mutayenna and other irregular 
troops, when added to the ſubſidy, would be amply ſufficient to pay this force 
and defray the expenſes of the civil government, the Nabob would conſe- 
quently be in receipt of as large a ſum as at preſent, with every probability of 
a conſiderable annual increaſe to it until the Mukurreree ſyſtem was eſtabliſhed, 
by which time it would be nearly doubled.  _ 5 5 

From what has been faid, the advantages to the Company, to the Nabob, 
and to ſome millions of induſtrious inhabitants, muſt appear ſo evident, as to 
make it unneceſſary to expatiate upon. the ſubject farther; I ſhall therefore 
conclude, having diſcharged what I thought due to: humanity, in bringing to 
public view the f and oppreſſions under which a harmleſs and induſ- 
trious people groan, and in the hope that my feeble efforts may not prove en- 


tirely abortive, „ 3 
I remain with due reſpect, 


d Se ee . 
+ Your devoted ſervant, 


8 | To 


( ma } 


To Sir Jonx Snont, Bart. 


3 Oude, Sept. 9, 1793. 

Six, 1 = 

14 treated of the civil government of Oude, I ſhall now conſider 
1 the Vizicr's dominions in a military point of view, and as the barrier to 


the Company's provinces, which they have very juſtly been denominated. 


It is a fact not more extraordinary than true, that the dominions of the 
Company and the Vizier are ſo {ituated, that the force requiſite for their defence 
when united, would, were they ſeparated, be barely adequate to the defence of 
either; for were a nation hoſtile to the Company in poſſc ſſion of the Vizier's 
dominions, the Company would find their preſent force inſufficient (without 
a body of cavalry) to defend their weſtern frontier; while, on the other hand, 
ſuch nation having an extenſive frontier to the ſouth and weſt, as well as to the 
caſt, would find it neceſſaty alſo to keep up a very formidable army of foot and 
horſe, but particularly the latter, to oppoſe the ſudien incurſions of the ſou- 
chern and weſtern neighbours, whoſe forces principally conſiſt of cavalry. * - 


That theſe matters have not paſſed without the knowledge of the Company, 
a reference to their correſpondence regarding the eountry (Oude) will ſhew, 
and particularly the utility and neceſſity of eavalry. The Court of Dire&ors, 
in their letter to the Governor General and Council, of the 15th of Decem- 


ber, 1775. | ; 


Say—Par. 20th. And as a good body of horſe would not only be of 

ty | « great uſe in time of action, but alſo of ſingular 
& ſervice in preventing the incurſions of Indian ene- 
ce mics, who frequently ravage the country with ca- 
tc valry, and retire before infantry can come up 
v with them, we ſhould deem it an eſſential ſervice 
rendered the Company, if you would prevail on 
« the Nabob of Oude to keep up a body of horſe to 


er be diſciplined and officered by Europeans under 
& our command,” | 


With ideas fo very juſt on the ſubject as the Company poſſeſſed at ſuch an 
early period, it muſt appear extraordinary that ſo great a ſpace of time ſhould 
have been ſuffered to elapſe without ſome effectual effort to eſtabliſh a corps of 
cavalry on a permanent baſis, and it can only be accounted for by the general 
Attention of the Company and the nation at large, being entirely W 


* 
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by the troubles and dangers in the Dekan, which at one time ſeem to threaten 
the lols of the poſſeſſions in that quarter ; but theſe dangers being now happily 
diſipated, may we not hope that thoſe to which their poſſeſſions are expoſed on 
this ſide of India will obtain a due degree of conſideration. | 


To form a juſt idea of them, it will be neceſſary to conſider, 1ſt. the ex- 
tent of frontier, the natural barriers which it preſents to eventual enemies, and 
the number and nature of the troops provided for its defence ; and next the 
policy and diipoſitions of the neighbouring nations, their troops, and the pro- 
greſs they have made in the military art. | 


The Vizier's dominions having the Company's provinces to the eaſt, and the 
Tibet mountains to the north, (which form an impenetrable barrier) are only 
expoſed to invaſion from the ſouth and weſt : this boundary extends from Illa- 
habad to Hurdowar, a ſpace of about 500 miles; from Illahabad to Etyah, 240 
miles, the. Jumna forms a feeble barrier, for being in many places fordable 
during the dry ſeaſon, and in all parts narrow, cavalry would find little diffi- 
culty in crofling it, plundering the country, deſtroying the harveſt, and re- 
croffing, without infantry having it in their power to moleſt them: but the 
Jumna, from Etyah upward, being in all parts fordable for the, greateſt part of 
the year, if cavalry that had croſſed lower down found themſelves preſſed by 
infantry, they could always make their way upward, croſs the Jumna, and be 
in perfect ſecurity. From the Jumna, near Etyah, to the Ganges at Ram- 
gaut, 140 miles, the boundary takes an oblique direction acroſs the Dooab ; 
this ſpace 4s entirely open and defenceleſs. From Ramgaut to Hurdowar, 140 
miles, the Ganges forms the boundary; (except the diftrict of Anooptheher, 
which lies to the weſt of the river) but being in all parts fordable for cavalry, 
from November to July, it muſt be confidered more an ideal than a real bar- 
rier. For the defence of this weak and extended line, two brigades of infan- 
try are ſtationed on the banks of the Ganges, eighty miles diſtant from each 
other, and ſixty miles from the neareſt part of the frontier ; from one of theſe 
brigades a detachment of two or three battalions is annually made to Anoop- 
ſheher during the dry ſeaſon, to protect Rohilcund from the incurſions of the 
Seicks. A few wretched. cavalry, which the Vizier maintains in Rohilcund, 
are not deſerving of notice as defenſive troops, and the number of the Com- 
pany's is fo very trifling, that in the event of an invaſion they could never act 
out of ſight of their infantry. From this view of the frontier, it muſt appear 
evident even to the moſt curſory obſerver, that the preſent means of defence 
are totally inadequate; but it will appear in a ſtill ſtronger point of view when 
the policy of our ſouthern and weſtern neighbours is conſidered, the ſtate of 
their troops, and the progreſs which they have made in the art of war. 


All the countries on the Vizicr's ſouthern and weſtern frontiers are now in 
the poſſeſſion of the Mahcattahs, a warlike and reſtleſs E who have for 
centuries diſturbed the peace of Hindoſtan. Hiſtory informs us that conqueſt 
| I | has 


„ 
has been invariably their object; that they ſedulouſly watch every opportunity 
of extending their dominion, is notorious to this day; and were it not for the 
troops of Europe, they would in all probability, ere this, have ſubdued every 
country on this fide the Indus. That they have dormant claims on the Vizier's 
country, and on the Company's provinces, which they revive as occaſions offer, 


the demands made through Major Brown (when ambaſſador at the court of the 
unfortunate Shah Allum) proves to conviction. 1 


Since the peace of 1782, the extenſion of their empire on this ſide of India 
is truly alarming. Mahajee Scindia has conquered the country of Golam Kader 
Khan, (ſon to Zabeta Khan) poſſeſſed himſelf of all the countries dependent 
on Delhy and Agra, and ſubjected the Rajepoot Rajahs of Gein Ghur Joud- 
pore, &c. Ally Bahauder, another Mahrattah chief, has ſubjugated the 
countries of Bundel Cund and Bughil Cund : theſe acquiſitions have given the 
Mahrattah empire complete poſſeſſion of every country from Mirzapore to the 
Commow hills at Hurdowar. The former of theſe chiefs is a deep, defigning 
Politician, whoſe views are not eaſily penetrated : the latter is leſs reſerved, ha- 
ving been frequently heard to declare, that with ten thouſand horſe he could 
with eaſe plunder the Dooab. The efforts our infantry could make to prevent 
it he ridicules. Fortunately for this country theſe chiefs have been at variance 
to that circumſtance it is, perhaps, more indebted for the peace which it en- 
Joys, than to any dread the Mahrattahs have of our power. The former and 
the late war have diſcloſed to them the ſecret wherein their advantage lies over 
us. They have ſeen our unwieldy armies of infantry and artillery (uncon- 
querable but by famine) unable to move without the aſſiſtance of cavalry ; and 
they well know, that though they cannot face us in the field, they can, by cut- 
ting off our convoys and intercepting our ſupplies, compel us at all times to 
retire: but though the Mahrattah forces have hitherto conſiſted of cavalry, 
and that they are perfectly ſenſible of the advantages they derive therefrom over 
our infantry, yet have they not been inattentive to the additional advantages of 
diſciplined artillery and infantry, as many of the chiefs* have ſhewn, by taking 
into their ſervice Europeans for the purpoſe of forming and diſciplining regular 
corps ; among theſe Mahajee Scindia ſtands firſt as having made the greateſt 
progreſs. The army which he has formed under the direction of M. de Boigne, 
to whom he has given the rank of general, conſiſts of regular infantry divided 
into brigades and battalions under the command of + French officers of expe- 
rience and abilities. A corps of regular artillery, at the head of which is a 
German officer of abilities, formerly in the Company's ſervice on the coaft. 
A corps of regular cavalry (which as yet only amounts to about 1000 men) 
commanded by a French officer; and the whole is in all reſpects appointed, 
clothed, and diſciplined like European troops :—neither attention nor expenſe 


* The Bow, Hurry Punt, Mahajee Scindia, Tukoo Jee Hulkar, and Ally Behauder, among, 
+ Brigadier Fremont, formerly commandant of the French Troops at Chandernagore ; Briga- 


dier Perron, &c. &c. &c. | 
| hag 


( 


continent of . America, whereby he has been able to give a tole- 
E 


keeps agents there ſolely for that E theſe arms he ſends as occaſion offers 
to his regular troops: he has li | 
what he had before, to form a corps of about three hundred ſtrong. Five years 


pear by the annexed ſtatement, as it ſtood the 1ſt of January, 1793; ſince that 
porch the regulars have been increafing gradually; and, with the increaſe and 


— 


degree of perfection in their diſcipline. Supported by ſo conſiderable a body 


a «a 


like preparations. * _ 


The Scicks, though not immediately bordering on the Vizier's country, 
muſt be conſidered in the general view as eventual enemies, having almoſt annu- 

ally attempted depredations on Rohilcund. The diligence with which they ſcized 

the, opportunity offered by the withdrawing the Futtyghur detachment, in 1785, 
of entering Rohilcund, and plundering Chundowley and leveral trading towns 
of note, as well as the attempts they made in December 1790, when they 
underſtood a conſiderable number of our troops had been withdrawn from 
the Vizier's country, on account of the war in 0 Dekan, clearly demonſtrate 


their diſpoſition, and the cagerneſs with which. they watch opportunities to 
enrich themſelves by plunder. + Theſe tribes, inhabiting a more northern 
I : H a 


climate, 
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climate, are more robuſt and better able to bear hardſhips than the ſouthern 
inhabitants of Hindoſtan ; their country alſo produces a better race of horſes 
ſo that, as irregular cavalry, they are more formidable: they have as yet made 
no improvements in diſcipline, but the natural advantages they poſſeſs, in 
ſome degree, compenſate for the want of it, and with the avidity they have 
for depredation, make them very. dangerous neighbours, in the event of a: 
war with the Mahrattas. The deſire of plunder brings down innumerable hordes. 
on Rohilcund and the upper parts of Dooab,, which our preſent forces ate not 
calculated to rep el. 2259 W N ee e Oye 


From what has been ſaid it is evident, that infantry, unſupported by a re- 
ſpectable body of cavalry, is totally inadequate to the defence of ſo extended 
a frontier as the Nabob Vizier's dominions preſent. to the Mahrattas and 
Seicks. It muſt likewife be obvious, that the means of defence, in ſound: 
licy, ought to keep pace vith the improvements in diſcipline, and the war- 

like preparations of our neighbours, and that the preſent improved ſtate of. 
their troops points out, in the moſt forcible manner, the urgent neceſſity for 
not only a large and formidable body of. cayalry, but for a very conſiderable 
incicaſe of infantry. _ ee pe e oe 


The experience of every war we have had. in India, but particularly the wo- 
laſt, has ſhewn, that our exiſtence as a power in this country, in a great mea-- 

| ſure, depends on them; every one knows how ineffectual the gallant efforts of 
Sir Eyre Coote and his army were rendered, by, the want of cavalry, 159 5 
the former war, and that the detachment under Colonel Camac was haraſſed 
and compelled to retreat, though victorious, by the Mahratta Pindarees,* In 
every ſituation, when our troops have ated. without cavalry, the ſame conſe-- 
quences have invariably enſued ;. had there not been a body of cavalry in tlie 
late war, the movements of. the army muſt have been as much cramped as it 
was under Sir Eyre Coote, and the war might have terminated as inglonouſly.. 
The eminent ſervices which they rendered, (though a ſmall body) are on record: 
from the firſt authority; the ſame high authority records the inefficient ſer- 
vices of thoſe of the Mahrattas and Nizam in our-pay, and ſhews the de-- 
L ndence which is to be placed on ſuch as we can hire from Native powers; 
| in their own cauſe they are forward. and active, in our's, they will ever. be 
4 found backward and ſluggiſh; could the money which was paid for their aſ- 
fiſtance have been employed. in eſtabliſhing a. body of cavalry, either in tlie 

| Vizier's or the Company's dominioas,. at a proper ſeaſon, a ſufficient: reinforee- 
| ment might have joined the army, on the coaſt, at an early period of the war, 
| and by bringing it to a ſpeedy termination, perhaps, have ſaved ſome millions 

to the ſtate, and the lives of many valuable ſubjects. FO OE 


| A banditti that attend alt Indian armies merely for the ſake-of plunder at their own expenſe. 

| and riſk, picking up all ſtragglers, and often cutting off ſmall convoys. of proviſions. ' On 

the coaſt o — —— 9 enmediy. called Lovticy, that is, 2 by l 
2 The: 
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eſtabliſtment may be 


er 


nd the 


that it will be of great advantage to tlie country, by —_ conſiderable ſums 

of money which are annually ſent” abroad for the purchale of horſes, is per- 

fectly manifeſt. 2 2 12 0 f nne 218 ef YO! Ir EOOUFITLYV 
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The policy and expediency of theſ& meaſures have; F truſt, been made ſo 
evident, as to require the aid of no farther argument; and I now proceed to 


? 1 


+ - : : 


inſtead of. being any additional expenſe, be a ſaving to the Vizier of near. forty 
lacks of rupees per annum; be o Se ern ren ate end he e 


is annually drawn from it, and place the Company's army on footing of re- 
ſpectabinty chat muſt infure permanence to the peace of Hindoſtan, 


is 590 4. 10 Aci Ne 5 4% N 8 2 * 5 * . 3 = 
The annual expenſe (as has been ſhewn) of the Nabob Viziers lane Ropes, 
Mutayenna troops is  - 75,00, 000 
The ſubkidy paid to.the Company for their troops is | © '50,00,000 
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Total, bose crore and twenty-five Jacks: '= 15, 25,00, 00 
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The total expenſe of all the Company's troops now in the 
Vizier's dominiens, including cavalry, artillery, European 
and Native infantry, ſtaff, ſtores, cattle, buildings, &c.. &c.. | 

amount annually to about Carried over 32, o 


The: 
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Brought over 2,00, 
FE 3 of a f. bie Fe in * dark ie, „ 
pay ign 12 JS M 
about 70,000 rupees, including the ſtaff, &c. ſo the the wo. © 
additional ſepoy brigades recommended * TY may „ 
eſtimated at F We l ft 17.996 050 
The expenſe of a a, cavalry of " 500 men, on the 5 a 
preſent Gem, 2 month, wo 20,000 TUPEES, 
— (including feeding 4 conti ngencies) fix regiments, © 
or one brigade; N ſtaff, _ be eſtimated at, one 
lack and g6,000 rupees per month.; and two brigades of .. 
- . cavalry, Means; to n n may be eſtimated at 
e e i 0 3 "ES ach Tr 
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facilitate the acquiſition of blood mares 

per for eſtabliſhing ſtuds i in the provinces of the Company ahd the Vizier. 
bie expenſe of theſe ſtuds might be defrayed from the belege, which 1 am 
"confident will accrue from the eſtimated ſum of eighty _ lacks pet annum, 
for the complete eſtabliſhment of cavalry, artillery, and angry, in the interim 
the balance * be res ee Viz, * W. 
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T he eſtabliſhed twat: * of two e bri- Rupees. 
gades of cavalry is 31, oo, ooo 

iſt year. Deduct for the purchaſe of 1,600 horſes to k 

complete the preſent Ny to four nr at 


4600 rupees per horſe 6, 40, 0 
Pay, &c. for four regiments, as eſtimated, ſuppoſing NED 
them — 10, 30, 00 
| ; —  I6,70,000 
: 1 rupees 14,30, oo 
2d year. _ eſtimated annual expenſes of two com- 
plete brigades of cavalry is - - 31,00,000 
For the expenſes of the ſecond year, forty-five lacks, | 
and thirty, thouſand rupees - | 4.5, 30,00 
Deduct for the _— _ 2,000. horſes, at 400 GET £1 
rupees... 8,00,000 


Pay, &c. for eight regiments, AS per ina 20, 60, ooo 


Remains rupees 16,70, oo 
3d year. — The eſtimated annual * of two me 4-4 
gades of cavalry - 31,00,000 , 


For the expenſes of the third year, forty-ſeven lacks 


and ſeventy thouſand ru 47,70,000 
Deduct for the purchaſe of ke 2,000 horſes „ 8,00,000 
Pay, &c. for twelve regiments oo - 31,00,000 

39,00,000 

Sicca rupees 8,70, oo 


There remains eight lacks and ſeventy thouſand rupees for purchaſing ſtuds 


of mares, excluſive of ſuch other further ſavings as may ariſe from the eighty- 
five lacks of rupees. 


How far the meaſures which have been 5 may be for the good 


of the ſtate, or whether they are ſupported by ſound al and wiſdom, is ſeft 
to your deciſion. 


In expoſing the evils of the internal government, and the dangers with 
which the ſtate is threatened from without, I conceive J have Wenne the 
duty of a good citizen, 


And am, with Jv reſpect, 
Your devoted Servant, 
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An A4bſtrat of the Mabratta Army flationed in Hindoſtan.* 


Cavalry of different denominations $8,250" 
Forty-five battalions, FRO: and rregular, ow 5 to 7 oy” ſtrong, 
average 600 275000 
European infantry - - 190 
Several ſinall * bodies of 3 in all — 5 10, 500 
0 Total 125,940 | 
Guns of different calibers i in the field = - - 362 
Of the above army General de Boigne bo under his command, \ 


12 Battalions Sepoys, clothed. and armed like the Company's, 

4 Battalions Native artillery (regular) with claſhees attached, e, 
4 Battalions of Nigibs, with: matchlocks, | 

2 Battalions of Dummuckdars, large matchlocks, 


- 1000 Regular cavalry, 


go Europeans, 
120 Pieces of braſs cannon. 


* All the countries north of the \province of Malwa they - term Hindoftan, a and all to- de 
ſouth Dekan. 
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To Civis. | 


_ Fuiiygbur, July 15, 1793. 
Six, 3 | 
| 1 HAVE peruſed with attention your letter to Sir John Shore, Bart. on the 
declining ſtate of the dominions of the Nabob Vizier ef Oude, and as I 
have had in the courſe of ſervice in that country, many opportunities of ac- 
quiring a pretty general —— of it, I muſt declare that I think the ac- 
count you give is faithful and juſt, as far as you go; but at the ſame time I 
deem myſelf bound by truth and juſtice to aſſert, that you have touched ſome 
evils too lightly, and paſſed others truly intereſting, without notice; how far 
it comes within the deſign of your letters to enter into a minute deſcription of 
the hardſhips which the poorer claſs of people of Oude groan under, I cannot 
take upon me to ſay, but it is a melancholy ſubject, deſerving of your early 
and moſt ſerious conſideration. = | | | 


The farmers or ryots are, in every country except this, conſidered as the 
moſt uſeful claſs of inhabitants, and have the firſt claims to protection and en- 
couragement ; but 1a the Vizier's dominions they ſeem as if deſtined, and pe- 
culiarly marked out for oppreſſion. The farmer at the commencement of the 
ſeaſon engages in this, as in other countries of India, to cultivate a certain por- 
tion of land at a fixed rate, as may be agreed on with the Aumil; if xg 
drought,.or any other cauſe, the crop fails, the ſum he has agreed for is extorted 
from him with the utmoſt inhumanity : his cattle, the implements of huſ- 
bandry, and even his children, are ſeized and fold to make it up. Should the 
ſeaſon turn out well, and the crop abundant, the ryot is not ſuffered to enjoy 
the kind bleſſings of Heaven, the myrmidons of. the Aumil ſeize it, on ſome 
pretence, and leave the unprotected farmer but a ſcanty pittance for his ſup- 
port, without paying.the leaſt regard to the agreement that has been made; fo 
as the flinty-hearted Aumibprocures money to ſtop the mouth of ſome greedy 
Cerberus at court, in order to ſecure an intereſt to avert his being plundered on 
his removal, as is the cuſtom, he cares little by what means it is acquired, or 
what injury it may do the country, being never ſure of remaining more than one 
ſeaſon, and actuated ſolely by the ſpirit of rapacity and oppreſſion, in which he 
has been bred up from his infancy. | 


In the march to and from Anoopſheher,. the deſolate ſtate of Rohilcund 
excited the aſtoniſhment of every officer of the detachment, but particularly 
thoſe who had ſeen. it before, and compared it with what it had been; the 
places which I ſaw populous and flouriſhing. when in this country with the 
army formerly, are now deſerted and in ruins.. This extraordinary change na- 
turally excited my curioſity, and I was particular in inquiring of the few inha- 

| | | bitants 
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bitants that remained in the different towns and villages we paſſed, whence it 
aroſe ; they were by no means backward in giving the information I deſired, 
and the above cauſes they invariably affigned, “who will think of cultivating 
the ground under ſuch oppreſſion,” ſaid a venerable old man, * we merely 
ce plough a ſpot that will produce ſufficient to keep us alive; if we do more, it is 

ſcized and taken from us by force, by violence, by cruelty; why do not the 
Engliſh come and take poſſeſſion of the country for themſelves? If we were 
cheriſhed as the Bengallies are, this would ſoon be a fine country; it would 
produce upwards of a crore of rupees yearly, whereas ſcarce thirty lacks are now 
« collected. The country, Sir, is yours; the Engliſh ought to be its 
«« maſters—you have.conquered it; were it not for you, we would ſoon have 
« a good government, as we had before—we would not ſuffer that Here he 
e out a torrent of invectives in the ſevereſt terms of language on the 

abob Vizier, much too violent to repeat, —** Though you do not oppreſs us 
yourſelves, it is done under your authority, and you are anſwerable to God 
by the laws of the prophets for delivering us over to cruelty and pillage, as 
much as if you did it yourſelves. The“ Sahib loag of Calcutta are juſt, and 
if they knew our condition, we are ſure they would alter the country and re- 
&© lieve us. We hope you will repreſent it to them; you ſee what a fine 

country it is, if it was cultivated as formerly; you know the ſoil produces 
wheat, barley, and all kinds of grain in greater abundance than any other 
country in Hindoſtan; the rice near the hills is ſo fine that you ſend it down 
as preſents to Bengal; but above all, repreſent that the great number of 
rivers which interſects our country, ſupplies ſuch a plenty of water as to 
enable us to cultivate indigo, opium, and ſugar, to ſend to your Willaiet, 
(meaning Europe) cheaper than they can get it at any place elſe: we 
would engage, in four or five years after the Company had the regulation 
of the country, to make ten thouſand maunds of indigo every year, and give 
it to them at fifty rupees the maund; a lack of maunds of ſugar, or as much 
more as they like, at four rupecs the maund ; and a large quantity of 
opium, at a very low price. Guzzeenas, and other cloths, we can make in 
plenty, and very cheap.” Thus have I heard not one alone fay, but many 
in ſubſtance, and if you will liſten to them, they will go on enumerating the 
produce of the country, and the advantage it would be to our goverament to 
take it into their own hands. The truth of theſe facts, and the juſtneſs of their 
obſervations and concluſions, are clear. All that I have commonly ſaid was, 
that I would mention the fubje& among all my friends, when our brigade went 
to Calcutta; that they mult be patient, that ſomething would doubtleſs be 
done to relieve them. There is no man in India better acquainted wich the 
ſtare of the country than our commanding Þ officer, and as it was the conſtant 
theme of converlation, I have ſometimes ventured to hint the propriety of his 
repreſenting it to Government, but he conſidered it not in the preciſe line of his 
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3 Meaning the members of government, aud the Engliſh gentlemen in general reſiding 
there. 


+ We apprehend our intelligent correſpondent means Lieutenant-colonel Erſkine, 
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duty to do it voluntarily, and that nothing but a requiſition from the Council 


would juſtify him in doing it; there is much propriety in the objection, though 


I have often lamented that it ſhould obtain, in a caſe of ſuch importance, as a 


* 


followers on our 


cutter, who had not to the value of eight annas about him, cloaths and all, was 


repreſentation coming from a man of his information and knowledge would 


command due conſideration, But to return to my ſubject; by the cauſes above 
aſſigned, three-fourths of the inhabitants have been drove out of the country; 
the army under M. de Boigne, in the ſervice of Mahah Jee Scindia, is almoſt 
entirely compoſed of Rohillas, and his corps are continvally recruiting from 


| Rohilcund. Of the inhabitants who ſtill remain in the country, many have 


entirely given up all idea of cultivation, and ſubſiſt by robbery alone, and the 
roads are therefore ſo much infeſted by them, that there 1s no travelling without a 
ftrong guard. On our march we were obliged to be as circumſpect as if in an 
enemy's country. The day we left Ragepore Ghaut, a party of unfortunate 

cople, whom 1 has thus driven to deſperation, attacked ſome camp- 
f ank, and killed and wounded nine men; an unfortunate graſs- 


cut almoſt in two by the blow of a Tulwar*, This ſhews how ſavage and deſ- 
perate, hunger, and want of protection, will make men; but in this reſpe& 
Rohilcund is not ſingular, murders and robberies are frequent in every corner 
of eee z even in the vicinity of our camps they are daily 


_ Having ſhewn you part of what I have ſeen and know of the ſtate of the 


country, which I but 71 paſſed through, as far as it has come within m 
knowledge and view; I think you are convinced that many parts of it are in a 


much worſe and more wretched condition than you have repreſented. For the 


truth of what I ſay, I appeal to the officers of the detachment, and I truſt the 


hint will induce. you to do juſtice to the ſubject in the future letters you have 
propoſed to write. I will conclude by ſubmitting to your conſideration twWo 
propoſitions: Firſt, whether it would not be of great advantage to the Com- 
pany, and the Nabob Vizier, that the latter ſhould. cede to the former the 


country of Rohilcund, as he did Benares, in lieu of the ſubſidy for maintaining 


the troops ? as the Nabob hardly realizes thirty lacks of rupees per annum from 
it, he would be a conſiderable gainer thereby, and the Company would not be 
leſs ſo; for under their management the revenue would double or treble in a 
few years, beſides producing large quantities of indigo, opium, ſugar, ſaltpetre, 
and cloths for their inveſtments, and happinels to a brave tribe of men, in at- 
taching them to their country by protecting agriculture. 


Second, whether it would not be of mutual advantage to the Company and 
the Nabob Vizier, that the latter ſhould give up the entire „„ his 
country (if it can properly be called his, when it ought to revert to the Mogul 
at his demiſe) to the former, and receive from them in lieu, or as rent, one crore 
of rupees per annum for himſelf, his houſhold, and family? this would be a 
million of pounds ſterling, as much as the King of Great Britain receives, and 


* Scymetar. 
8 . is 
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is nearly double what the Nabob receives at preſent from his miniſters. It 


_ ought not to diſſatisfy him to have his allowance doubled, and be put on a 


footing with the richeſt,” and one of the greateſt” monarchs on earth. The 
Company would be great gainers alſo; they might by good management in- 
creaſe the revenues to upwards of three crore of rupees per annum; ſet one apart 
for the Nabob, one for the civil government and army, and one would remain 
to inveſt in the produce of the country, viz. cloths of various kinds, indigo, 
opium, ſugar, &c. &c, & c. In my apprehenſion this laſt would be a noble 
plan, and worthy the wiſdom of our government to adopt; I leave it entirely to 
you to urge it in whatever mode you think moſt eligiblee. 


That ſucceſs may attend your generous endeavours is the ſincere wiſh, as I 
truſt I have fhewn in this, and will in future efforts, of 8 
Sonnet e, -.1eS 1 


P. S. Since writing the above, a very intelligent man who reſides at Barrelly, 
and with whom I had much converſation on the ſubject of the trade of the 
country, ſent for my information, and to convince me of the arbitrary, de- 
teſtable; and pernicious conduct of the Aumils, an authentic copy of an order 
under the ſeal of Huſſun Ally Khan, Naib or Deputy to the Aumil of Rohil- 
cund, Mindee Ally Khan, addreſſed to Mahtab Chowderee, and Sew Loll, 
collectors of the duties, to this effect, That hearing that ſeveral Europeans 
ce had ſent their agents into the country to eſtabliſh “ cotees, and purchaſe 
te ſugar, he, in the name of the Aumil, moſt poſitively prohibited it, without 
ce their firſt having obtained his permiſſion; that Rohilcund being ex- 
cc cluded from the commercial tteaty with the Governor- general of Calcutta, 
&« they had no right to trade there,” and the duties to be levied were optional 
ec 'with him; that ſuch as he permitted to purchaſe ſugar in the country were 
cc to pay the ſame duties as the f beparees and retailers in the different bazars, 
c &c.“ This duty, he obſerves, is from two to three rupees per bag, or about 
twenty per cent. which amounts nearly to a prohibition, and will put a ſtop 
entirely to the cultivation of ſugar there. He further adduced as an argument 
to prove how much the Vizier hated Rohilcund, and ſtudied its ruin, its being 
excluded from the benefits of the commercial treaty, and left at the mercy of à 
hard- hearted Aumil! Is it poſſible that Rohilcund was meant to be excluded from 
the benefits of the commetecial treaty ? and if it is, J am at a loſs to diſcover 
upon what principle. | Mr. Ives perhaps can tell; indeed, I have always heard 
that the treaty itſelf was the reverſe of advantageous to the trade either of the 
Vizier's dominions or the Company's provinces ; but certainly the treaty has 
this advantage, that a fixed rate of duties, however high and inexpedient, is 
— — “ ——U—U!..·ĩ ͤ o 2 
+ Houſes of trade. 
4 Itinerant merchants, who ſupply towns and camps with proviſions, &c. 


+ The Engliſh refident at Lucknow, | 5 
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| NES Oude, Fuly 20, 1793. 
22 paper of Saturday, June 2, I peruſed with much ſatisfaction a let- 
ter addreſſed to Sir John Shore, Bart. As the author diſplays conſiderable 
knowledge of his ſubject, 1 am willing to ſuppoſe him competent to complete 
the taſk he has aſſigned to himſelf, yet I fear he has too long deferred ſtepping 
forth to ſeek a remedy for the innumerable evils under which the people of 
theſe provinces already ſuffer, or to prevent others with which the wretched 
licy of the Court of Oude is pregnant. To detail as much of theſe as fall within 
my own knowledge, would carry me far beyond the limits of a newſpaper; 
and if Civis proceeds, it would be preſumption in me to anticipate him on a 
ſubje& which he has brought forward: with ſo much candor and ability. I truſt, 
however, he will excuſe me, when I venture to aſſure him, that deplorable as 
is the ſtate of Goruckpore, and the diftrits in the vicinity of Bahar, they are 
yet, compared with Rohilcund, rich in culture and population. 


In the year 1774 J acted wich the army in Rohilcund, and was, in common 
with my brother officers, equally pleaſed and ſurpriſed at the rich and flouriſhing 
ſtate of the country, and the contented ſituation of its numerous inhabitants: 
every march afforded us ample teſtimony of the government's attention to the 
welfare of the ſubject: on all the public roads, which were in high repair, were 
ſpacious ſtone walls, at the diſtance of about three miles from each other, with 
ſeats of accommodation to afford reſt and refreſnment to the weary traveller; 
and over many of the innumerable rivers and water courſes, that pour down 
from the hills, we found ſtone bridges, generally conſiſting of from ſeven to 
eleven arches; in ſhort, ſo different was the aſpect of this country from every 
other we had ſeen in India, that while we were exerting our utmoſt endeavours 
to ſuppreſs the dangerous and aſpiring power of the Rohillas, we were com- 
pelled to admire the policy, the wiſdom, and the liberality of their govern- 
ment. | | 1 5% 109 e en ments 7 SST + 
_ Shortly after the treaty of Lolldong I returned into the Company's provinces, 
and until very lately had not an opportunity of re · viſiting Rohilcund. Much 
has been ſaid by a Member of the Houſe of Commons of its ruinous and de- 
n ſtate ; but being in my own mind fully perſuaded that no meaſures, 

owever impolitic at the time, or deſtructive they might be in their tendency, 
could in the lapſe of ſo few. years, effectually ruin a country ſo rich and flou- 
riſhing as was Rohilcund, I ever conſidered the aſſertions of that ee | 
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partly che offspring of his prolific fancy, and partly as originating in intereſted 
views and miſrepreſentations. | . | 
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Fraught with theſe ideas, I lately accompanied a party to re-viſit the field in 
which I made my firſt eſſay in arms, and thence to retrace our former footſteps 
to that diſaſtrous ſpot where ſo many brave ſoldiers fell inglorious, the victims 
of an inhoſpitable clime. What were my feelings after I had penetrated ſome 
diſtance in Rohilcund ? I have not language to expreſs, nor can imagination 
conceive, a more deplorable contraſt than the whole face of the country exhi- 
bited : moſt of the wells are fallen in, and of thoſe that remain, many are ob- 
ſcured by the thick jungles* which now overſpread the ample high roads of the 
Rohillas, leaving little more than a foot-path, ſcarcely marked by the trace of 
a paſſenger : ſome of the bridges are yet paſlable, while by far the greater 
number exhibit only a few mouldering piers, the melancholy monuments of 
departed ſplendour ; long rank graſs, and reeds, now wave over the extenſive 
plains, which then diſplayed the golden ear in luxurious profuſion. Many of 
the populous villages that we paſſed on our march in 1774, are now wholly de- 
ſerted, and become the retreats of wild beaſts, deſtructive to mankind. The 
ſplendid palaces of the Rohillas are fallen to decay. Their cities, fo lately the 
ſcenes of opulence and happineſs, are humbled to the duſt, and their ſcattered 
inhabitants immerſed in penury and woe. f Such, Sir, is the unexaggerated 
picture of that once rich and flouriſhing, but now miſerable, country. a 


Being naturally of an inquiſitive diſpoſition, whenever J am on a march I 

ſeek ſociety among the natives, intereſt myſelf in their concerns, inquire about 
the produce of their crops, and into the character of their Aumil or Collector; 
in this excurſion, following up my old habits, I converſed with many who had 
ſeen better days; who had been nouriſhed under the foſtering government of 
the Rohillas; in tones of voice ſtrongly expreſſive of ſorrow and diſmay, and 
actually with tears in their eyes, they ſpoke of paſt comfort, and deprecated the 
ills they yet foreboded : many with anxious ſolicitude inquired, when would the 
Company take the management of the country into their own hands? an event 
which they are firmly perſuaded will ſome time come to paſs, and they appear 
to anticipate it with uncommon ſatisfaction. They are not ignorant of the 

* Thickets. oy 

I The following circumſtance will convey ſome idea of the wretched ſtate of the police in 
their cities: Previous to our ſetting out for this tour, I thought it prudent to procure a hoondy 
(bill of exchange) for a few hundred rupees, on a banker in one of the principal cities in Ro- 
tnlcund ; this, when preſented, was accepted; but the banker requeſted of me to wait until 
dark for the caſh, that it might be conveyed to my tent without the circumſtance being known. 
to the inhabitants of the city; to this requeſt I readily aſſented; but as it appeared to me ex- 
tremely ſingular, I inquired of the man what were bis motives. for it? he without heſitation re- 
plied, that the few bankers who reſide in that city, are obliged to. keep their treaſure in a ſe- 
cret depoſit, and to take advantage of the night to draw forth fuch ſums as circumſtances require: 
he added, that a party of Engliſh gentlemen, who paſſed the ſame road a few months before, 
whoſe demands 2 the bankers far exceeded mine, had for the ſame reaſon been detained two 


days: — between the hours of nine and ten at night the caſh was delivered with all poſſible ſe- 
execy. Z 
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many comforts enjoyed by the Ryots“ in the Company's provinces, and the 
hope that under the influence of the ſame lenient laws and regulations, they 
ſhall ſoon be in a ſtate as enviable, is their only conſolation under their preſent 
oppreflive burthen of accumulated ills, 


In juſtice to Mirza Mindy Alli, the Aumil of Rohilcund, I deem. it ne- 
oeſſary ro ſay, that the inhabitants of that country ſpoke of him as no worſe 
than his predeceſſor, and while the ſame ſyſtem of venality and corruption 
ſhall be purſued at the Court of Oude, they can have little hope of amend- 
ment by a change; yet it is but too true, that whenever I mentioned his name, 
it appeared to ſtrike my hearers with as much horror, as would the ſound of a 
whirlwind in its approach to ſweep before it their few and ſcanty crops; or as 
the apprehenſion of a peftilential diſeaſe. that would exterminate their whole race.. 


signed, PHILO CIVIS.. 


* Huſbandmen. . ; 


+ One day in the midſt of a converſation I had with an old gentleman in Beretlly, on the 
affairs of Rohilcund, I knew,” ſaid he, Mirza Mindy Alli, when he had not means ſuffi- 
«.cient to procure even a tattoo pony, and I: gave. him a horſe; though few years have rolled 
„down the tide of time ſince that period, I have been plundered of my all, and am reduced 
« to poverty; while he, ſurrounded by five thouſand attendants, rides in a filver houda cars 
rage faſtened on the back of the elephant, too elevated to look into the valley of paſt favours, 


and I ſuffer in common with the reſt of my unfortunate countrymen ; ſuch is the difference 
* of. our deſtiny ! but God is Great,” Po 


C5 


To Civis. 


Six, 


OUR valuable letters to Sir John Shore, Bart. on the ſtate of the Vizier's 
1 country, which have lately 0 rg in the World, have excited, in an 
uncommon degree, the attention of the officers, and indeed all the European 
ere now in his dominions. The continuation of the ſubject is looked 
or with an eagerneſs and anxiety, ſo nighly flattering to you, that I truſt you 
will not abandon it, but ſoon again reſume the pen which you have wielded 
with ſo much judgment and diſcretion. The minds of all have been turned 
to inquire into the facts you have ſtated, and they are not leſs aſtoniſhed at the 
moderation and accuracy with which you have treated them, than that they 
ſhould fo long have paſſed unrectified by the government of Bengal. 


To the avidity for information on the ſubject which you have cauſed, the 
2 are indebted for the republication of the following letter; in it the 
ing features in the Lucknow government are juſtly delineated, and an act 
portrayed, which, for injuſtice and cool-blooded cruelty, ſtands unequalled in 
the annals of Hindoſtan ; every Briton who reads it muſt feel his blood chilled 
with horror; he muſt feel mortified in the extreme to think, that this act of 
barbarous butchery was perpetrated under the eye of the repreſentative of our 
government, and apparently with his concurrence ; for his refuſing to interfere 
In behalf of the unfortunate victims muſt be ſo conſtrued. I will not make 
farther comments. I leave to the juſtice and humanity of my countrymen to 
decide, how far the author of this ern act of cruelty and injuſtice is worthy 
of the ſupport and friendſhip of our nation, and how far it is implicated in 
the guilt, by conferring and maintaining the power by which ſuch deeds are 
li committed. None can be ſurpriſed, after hearing of this act, to find that 
1 anarchy and devaſtation ſhould mark the progreſs of his government; but ler 
| us hope that it is near amendment, and that the generous and humane exertions 
4 of Ciyis will remove the veil from the eyes of the Bengal government, and 
| impreſs on their minds the neceſſity of a reform, ſuch as will avert the im- 
pending ruin which threatens this devoted country and its afflicted inhabitants; 
every man who is actuated by the tender feelings of humanity, and whoſe 
heart yearns for the miſeries of his fellow creatures, muſt pray for ſuch an 
event, and none more fervently than 
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Cawnpore, Aug, 20, 1793. EZ (Signed) A BRITON. 


EY 
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To the Hon. Warren Has rds, Eſi. Governor-General, Wc. &c, St. 


Camp near Etawa, February 2.5, 1776. 
Hox. Six and Sms, | 


T AM forry to mention a diſagreeable event which happened yeſterday. 


The Nabob has difmifſed Meer Aſzul's corps, which had been ſtationed on 
the other ſide the Jumna, for ſome time paſt, with the Goſſaines. There were 
five months arrears of pay due to them, which his Excellency engaged they 
| thould have in fifteen days; the men conſidered this delay an artifice to deprive 
them of their right, refuſed to admit of it, and 4000 of them marched from 
their ſtation to within fix coſs of our camp. The day after their arrival the 
Nabob went in perſon among them, and thought he had ſettled the whole af- 
fair, for only a part of the pay, on the receipt of which they were to give up 

their cannon and arms, in to diſperſe. The perſon employed by his Excel- 
lency in conducting the negociation had carried falſe meſſages, and when the 
Nabob found the next day, that the matchlock-men would not give up their 
arms, he reſolved on cutting them all to pieces: I heard this by chance at ten 
o'clock at night, and immediately waited on him to difſuade him from it, as it 
was an act that could not do him any credit. He urged their diſobedience of 
orders in leaving their ſtations contrary to his injunction, and that if after. he 
had ſettled the matter once, and they refuſed to abide by what they had agreed 
to, and he fuffered their conduct to paſs unnoticed, his army would be con- 
ſtantly in actual mutiny ; I anſwered, he muſt expect it unleſs he paid them; 
and repreſented, in the ſtrongeſt terms I could, that his cutting them to pieces 
would diſaffect his troops in r and that I thought it probable they 
would not fight in ſuch a cauſe, as they might naturally ſay, the ſame would 
be their ſituation another time: I obſerved, on theſe occaſions there were a 
few who ſpirited the reſt ; and recommended to his Excellency to pick out thoſe 
men and puniſh them, but to pay and diſmiſs all thoſe who had no other hand 
in the mutiay, than being led ãnto it by perſuaſion and ignorance of the con- 
ſequences. I fat with his Excellency till one o'clock in the morning without 
being able to diſſuade him from his reſolution ; he therefore ordered his miniſter 
to march again them early the next morning with about 15,000 men, with 
directions, that if they gave up their arms, and accepted of about 20,000 ru- 


pees, he would ſuffer them to ge away unmoleſted ; otherwiſe, there ſhould 
not be a man of them left alive. The matchlock-men would gladly have 
compounded for part of their pay, when about two lacks were due to them, 
but they even doubted their obtaining the ſmall ſum that was offered after 


they 


6 40 » 


they had once grounded their arms; they were therefore rendered deſperate;. 
all treating was at an end, and they reſolved on meeting their fate; out 
of 4000, 1500 refuſed to fight, and left the camp, ſo that: the engagement 
was ſupported by 2500, who did every thing that men in their deplorable ſtate 
could; they had been for ſome days paſt reduced to the greateſt. diſtreſs for the 
neceſſaries of life, were weak and terrified by the numbers they had to oppoſe. 


Notwithſtanding all the diſadvantages they laboured under, the Nabob got 
the victory by a chance ;. he was repeatedly repulſed, ſome guns were even 
taken from him, his army put to the route, when a. tumbril blew up, and 
threw the matchlock- men into confuſion, upon which his Excellency's troops 
broke in upon them, and carried the day. 8 


The Nabob had about 300 men killed; of the -matchlock-men there were 
600, many wounded, 800 taken priſoners, and releaſed to-day; the reſt 
eſcaped, as his Excellency's troops fought with ill- will, and ſuffered them to 
get away, otherwiſe a man could not have been ſaved. | 


The eleven old battalions, that is, thoſe under_Jaoo, Loll, and Buſſant, 
who are formed into two brigades, were not in the engagement, but drew out - 
when the news of the Nabob's troops having given way reached them. The 
men in general declared, it was not to atrack the matchlock-men, they. only 
meant to defend the camp. Upon the whole, this act, as might be expected, 
bas given great diſcontent among the troops, and, it is the general. cry, that 
they are never to expect their pay, but when they can exact it. It is well 
known I adviſed the Nabob againſt the meaſure ; and I flatter, myſelf, the 
credit of the Britiſh nation was never at a higher pitch in this country than 
now. The Nabob's behaviour at Mindighaut is a ſtriking contraſt to that on 
the preſent occafion. : 294: N 


On my return from the Nabob, the night before the affair, a deputation of 
five of the matchlock- men preſented me a petition, juſt as I entered my tent; 
which 1 refuſed to receive: 1 underftood from them, that it contained a requeſt. 
for me to get them their pay. After what had paſſed I could not interfere - . 
further, I told them they were the Nabob's ſervants, and that the Company. 
had nothing to do with them. | ; | 


* 


Lhave the honous to be, &e. | 
(Siened) J. B. 


Prefident at the Court of 
the Nabob of Oude. 


. 


